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historic architecrure, |."|"|:||:'|!|'u|'|;|.' 1'I!|:'|!.u:'h. olive
groves, and vineyvards, Laly's Salento—located
i the stilenro heel of the country™s boost—wonll
seem ko hanee ot all, But whitle ressions Iikn,'-']'r.-:-n.':_-nt:.'_
Limbrig, and even Sicily boomed in the second half
ot the 20th century, this bucolic-arcawich 3,000
vears of history somehow ecscaped notice. Mo
fomger: In the last few years, a fashionable crowd
hias begunto discover Salenm's charms, from the
Barogue ety of Lecee, Enown as the Florence of
the Sodsth, b beaches suchas Panta della Suina on
thie bay of Gallipoli.

Six vears ago, Antonio Scolary and Christian
Pizeinini, acouple whao own a travel public rela
tions firm in Milan began visiting this pare of Mag-
tia, lured by a friend whose parents reside there
"W realized iv was fantastic,” Seolari says. " They
call it the Caltfornia |l!'|l:||:|'. [ wearen (e om SPring
until Oerober, and there (s good production of
wine and olivies and g ereat culiaral $cene.”

They decided fobuy a home i Salentoe with the
idea of splitting their time between this area and
Milan. With hot spots like Lecoe becoming more
cxpensive, they fecused their search on Galarina,
acity in the hearn of the region, halfway beracen
the [onian and Adeianie coasta L0 mot tourkstic
at all, baat it b Erear hiscory, cluding a chuech,
SantalCatering d'Alessandnia, thag veasboaibon the
Idthy century,” Przzinini L “Haessh ol b, 11 15 fall

of Baroque architecture that was not destroyed




fresery tlve OG0 1o the 19805, which was the worst
period in Italy tor historic buildings.™

With the puidance of Luciano Colantonio, whe
v mks a diesien !'_:tlln.'r'u.' in Brescia, the -:'-:'-llplu_' fivee
become avid collectors of mideentury Italian
furnituse by such designers as Gio Poath, Franca
Albing, 1 il Caccnn Dominient, amd Okivmldis
Borsami. They also collect contemporary art and
planned to hove an informal gallery space where
they could curate exhibitions, “Most homes in
Lalento are cither very ethnic or feel very heavy,
with antigues from the Tach and 17th centuries.”
Pizrinini says, " We wanted oo do something that
felt more contemporary.”

Thoy struck gold when they discovered o pwao-
story apartment in a wing of the Palazio Mongid
delf Elefante, which dates hack 1o 1723, The build-
ing, abandaned for halfacentury, was “very dirty
and full of birds." PMizzinini savs. But it neverthe-
less had wonderful features, incloding an entey
with a barvel-vaulved ceiling, traces of historic
wall colors, like pink, pistachio, and gray. and
mvxgical views of the city from the teresce. Best of
all, during the 19205, thie bome had been renovated
with modern cement file Hoors whose hues and
patteens coordinared perfectly with their vinrage
furnmicore calllect ion,

Rather chan hire an architeet or designer, the
LWy fen I.'li!l\.'l.'fl'l.l ||'IIL' II.'I.II“«iI:[i'.III ‘-]t'.'l:l!'\-l.'l.'\'\'.'!'i.
mistly fong-distance from Milan, and somehow
managed to get it done within six months. They
alzo designed the interiors, and Scolard ereatad
custom turmishings, including lighting and rogs,
hiring local arfisans to produce them by hand.
“Dhsigm 1% our passion,” Pizzining Savs, “We see a
et oof botels and restaurznts inour work, and that
ingpires us. We always seem fo have our luggaee
inour hands.”

Their Salento lifestyle is so relaxed and appeal-
i tleat, with the help of the Internet, they now
v am Goalating foreiglht months of the vear. Bet-
ter yet, fricnds keep doming to visit, and some of
ihen have been azking to buy their furniture, both
1 in::||_'_4,'- pin.'n._'n."-: theey collect as well as Sceolar™s
designs, “We've been thinking this might be our
next clapter,” Seolarl gavs: “The world seeins
tor b b lovvee ot the moment with Italian desipn.”

Originally published in ELLE DECOE ftaly. W

TOPLEFT: An Earmes table and chairs in Lhe Fame alffice
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distressad For datalls, ses Rasoarcas
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